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Fighting scene in the Aljubarrota field, in the movie "The Royal Battle"

X

PROPOSAL

Minimum investment:

Investing in a film that describes the life 
of Nuno Álvares Pereira, allows the 
investor to apply to the residence in 
Portugal, due to his contribution to the 
improvement of the Portuguese cultural 
heritage.

Right to reside in Portugal by investing in the 
cultural sector:

The national citizens of third countries can obtain 
the right to reside in Portugal by supporting the 
project "Film descriving the life of Nuno Álvares 
Pereira", that was considered eligible by the 
Ministry of Culture, as is stated in the subparagraph 
vi) of article three of chapter I, of the Law n.º 
23/2007, July 4th. 

250.000 euros

Procedures to follow to obtain the residence in 
Portugal:

After implementing a bank transfer to the account 
of the Battle of Aljubarrota Foundation, this 
Foundation will issue a Declaration confirming the 
transfer of the legally required capital. The investor 
will present this Declaration in the “Cabinet of 
Strategy, Planning and Cultural Evaluation” as 
referred in the subparagraphs a) and b) of n.º 8 of 
article 65° D, of the Regulatory Decree n.º 9/2018, 
September 11th. 

With these two Declarations, the investor can ask 
for the authorisation of “residence in Portugal”, to 
the SEF - Foreigners and Borders Service.  

Scene of the Portuguese army preparing obstacles in the 
battlefield, included the movie “The Royal Battle”.

Fighting scene in the Aljubarrota field, in the movie "The Royal Battle"
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REASONS TO INVEST IN THE PROMOTION OF 

THIS PERIOD OF THE PORTUGUESE HISTORY

Nuno Álvares Pereira, commander of the Portuguese Army

Castilian cavalry attack at the Battle of Aljubarrota

English archers who fought alongside the Portuguese Army

HISTORICAL 
CONTEXT:

With the increase in education levels, there 
has been a growing interest in historical sites, 
namely in important battlefields. This is the 
case of Waterloo in Belgium, of Hastings in 
England, or Gettysburg in the USA. Every 
year these historical places receive more 
visitors, from different countries. This is also 
the case with the battlefield of Aljubarrota, in 
Portugal.

After its foundation, in 1143, Portugal 
benefited from a strong economic and social 
development, namely as a result of the 
geographical expansion until the Algarve, in 
the south, the development of a political, 
administrative and judicial organisation of 
the Kingdom, and due to incentives to 
explore and cultivate the land. 

However, in 1383, with the death of King D. 
Fernando I, the Reign of Portugal entered a 
period of a deep political crisis. In effect, and 
according to the Treaty of Salvaterra de 
Magos, signed that year, Portugal faced the 
risk of being governed from Castile, and lose 
its independence. 

To prevent this political evolution, D. João, 
Governor of Avis, began the defence of the 
Reign, that would, inevitably, generate 
important military confrontations between 
Portugal and Castile. 

In view of such a grave situation, it became 
necessary to choose a military that could  
command the portuguese army, that apart 
f r o m  c o u r a g e ,  c o u l d  d e m o n s t r a t e 
leadership, militar efficiency, and could set 
an example of ethical conduct, to the 
portuguese as well as to the castillians. It was 
then choosen, in 1384, Nuno Álvares Pereira, 
who was then only 24 years old.



DESCRIPTION OF NUNO ÁLVARES PEREIRA´s LIFE
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In the XIV and XV centuries, Europe lived a period of 
great social and political transformations. The first 
universities emerged, and the commerce between 
the different european countries and the north of 
Africa intensified. The different nations gradually 
achieved their independence, which, as a rule, gave 
origin to the present european countries. Although it 
was a relatively short period, it determined, to a great 
extent, the present political composition of Europe. 
But peasant revolts in several european countries also 
took place, as in England, France and in present 
Germany, the Great Schism of the Church took place, 
with the church divided between Rome and Avignon, 
the Black Plague spread, which killed nearly 30% of the 
european population.    

The One Hundred Years War, fought between 1337 
and 1453, between England and France, had a direct 
impact on the political evolution in Portugal, after the 
death of King Fernando I. After his death, the King od 
Castile decided to invade Portugal with his army, since 
he considered that he was entitled to the portuguese 
throne. Since Castile was allied with France in the One 
Hundred Years War, Castile was able to count with the 
support of french knights, while Portugal, that 

establish then an alliance with England, benefited, 
after 1385, from the assistance of english archers. The 
war of Portugal against Castile, that took place 
between 1383 and 1411, became known as the War of 
Independence, and evolved within the One Hundred 
Years War. 

It is in this context that Nuno Álvares Pereira is born, in 
april of 1360, most likely in Cernache de Bonjardim, 
near the city of Sertã. The astrologist Brother Thomas, 
stated then that "Nuno Álvares Pereira would win 
every battle in which he would participate, as long as 
he followed the word of God".  

His mother, Iria Gonçalves, was his teacher in his 
youth. She introduced him to the inspiring novels of 
cavalry, namely the novels of King Arthur and of the 
Knights of the Round Table. These readings lead Nuno 
Álvares Pereira to admire the legendary figure of the 
Knight Galaaz, a young cavalryman of King Arthur´s 
Court, in England, belonging to the Knights of the 
Round Table. Galaaz adopted the ideals of purity, of 
loyalty towards his King, of courage, of devotion to 
God and to the Virgin Mary and to the search of the 
Holy Grail, that represented the divine grace.  
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The Castilian army that invaded Portugal in 1385 in the film "The Royal Battle". 
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Nuno Álvares Pereira chose therefore, since his early 
years, to follow the ideals of Galaaz. This choice 
meant, namely, that he only married due to the 
insistence of his father, that he never killed castilian 
prisoners, that he didn´t committed cruelty acts or 
unnecessary violence, that he always shown mercy 
towards his enemies, wether they were warriors or 
simple men from the people, that he always tried to 
bring closer men and women to God, and he never 
allowed himself to be corrupted by gifts or money, in 
order to change his behavior. 

His military life began when he was 13 years old, when 
his father, Álvaro Pereira, Prior of the Hospital, took 
him to the Court of the King of Portugal, to observe 
the catilian army, that invaded Portugal in 1373. During 
three days he was not able to find it, but when he 
returned to the Court he refered to the portuguese 
King: "They are people badly armed, so that a group of 
men well commanded, will easily be able to finish them 
off". He was then appointed cavalier, by the Queen, D. 
Leonor Teles.       

At the beggining of 1384, when the castilian army 
initiates military incursions in the south of Portugal, 
Nuno Álvares Pereira is appointed, by D. João, 
Governor of Avis, as "Border Guard of Alentejo".
The medieval war was then characterised by its 
brutality, by the merciless death imposed on the 
enemies, namely on prisoners, by rapes, by lootings 
and by devastations, often unnecessary, of enemy 
villages. Although he lived in this time, this was never 
the behavior of Nuno Álvares Pereira. 

He never killed enemies out of the battlefield, he 
granted freedom to castilian soldiers as long as they 
handed over their castles, and he also fed a castilian 
village, during five months, with wheat, while it had no 
food. 

His first great battle took place in april 1384, near to 
Fronteira, in the south of Portugal, which became 
known as the Battle of Atoleiros. With only 2.400 men, 
the army of Nuno Álvares Pereira was able to 
overcome 5.000 castilians. 

Nuno Álvares Pereira continued the military actions in 
1384, in Alentejo and in the center of Portugal.  He was 
able to conquer the castles of Arronches, Alegrete, 
Portel, Monsaraz and Palmela, from where he sent a 
massage to the future King João, by setting a fire on a 
tower of the castle.

In may 1385, Nuno Álvares Pereira conquered the 
castle of Braga, already with the assistance of English 
archers, who had disembarked in Oporto and Lisbon, 
in april of that year. Still in May, the King of Portugal, 
John I, has a meeting with Nuno Álvares Pereira, in the 
city of Guimarães. Nuno Álvares argues that in case of 
a new Castilian invasion, the Portuguese army must 
provoke a battle, before the Castilian army reaches 
Lisbon. 

He refers then that if Lisbon is submitted to another 
siege, it won't be able to resist, and if Lisbon falls, the 
whole Portugal will fall. It will therefore be essential to 
risk everything in a decisive battle, as difficult as it may 
seem by the portuguese. After a big argument, the 
King of Portugal accepts the strategy of Nuno Álvares 
Pereira. The consequence will be the Battle of 
Aljubarrota, that was fought in august 14 th, 1385:

The Chapel of Saint George, built by Nuno Álvares Pereira’s 
instruction, in the middle of the battlefield of Aljubarrota. 
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He refers then that if Lisbon is submitted to another 
siege, it won't be able to resist, and if Lisbon falls, the 
whole Portugal will fall. It will therefore be essential to 
risk everything in a decisive battle, as difficult as it may 
seem by the portuguese. After a big argument, the 
King of Portugal accepts the strategy of Nuno Álvares 
Pereira. The consequence will be the Battle of 
Aljubarrota, that was fought in august 14 th, 1385:

In this Battle, Nuno Álvares Pereira, then with 25 years 
old, commanded the Portuguese army of 10.000 men 
that included approximately 700 English archers. He 
faced a Castilian army of 42.000 men, commanded by 
the King of Castile, which included 2.000 French 
knights. 

The Battle of Aljubarrota constituted the decisive 
moment in the Independence War. Without this 
victory, the small portuguese kingdom would, with all 
probability, be absorbed, forever, by its powerful 
castilian neighbour. Two months after Aljubarrota, 
Nuno Álvares Pereira enters, with his army, in 
Andaluzia, in the south of Castile, not to conquer 
territories, but to prove to Castile that it will not be 
able to dominate Portugal. This way, near Mérida, it 
takes place the third great battle of Nuno Álvares 
Pereira, the Battle of Valverde. 

In the following 27 years, Nuno Álvares Pereira 
covered Portugal from north to south, approaching 
always the places where his presence was most 
needed to defend the Kingdom of Portugal, and he 
succeeded to be always victorious. One episode is well 
significant of his behavior:

The peace with Castile was established in 1411. During 
the 28 years of the war with Castile, Portugal faced a 
very difficult and dangerous situation, due to the 
military superiority of Castile. The military leadership of 
Nuno Álvares Pereira was the decisive factor that 
enable Portugal to win the war, and permitted the 
maintenance of the Kingdom´s freedom and 
independence.

In 1415, with 55 years, Nuno Álvares embarked in the 
Portuguese fleet that sailed to Ceuta, in the north of 
Africa, and took place in the conquest of the city. He 
participated therefore in the begining of the 
Portuguese maritime expansion, that developed in 
the next two centuries. In 1422, after offering all his 
proprieties and goods to his family and colleagues, he 
entered, as a simple aide, in the Convent of Carmo, 
which was constructed due to his order. In the next 
nine years he devoted himself to help the poor of 
Lisbon. He died on November 1st, 1431, at 71 years of 
age. 
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The most important event in the life of Nuno Álvares Pereira 
was however the victory at the Battle of Aljubarrota, that had 
long lasting effects to Portugal and to the World.

On the diplomatic level, the Battle of Aljubarrota definitely 
paved the way for a great Alliance between Portugal and 
England, for political, military and commercial purposes. 
Therefore, on may 9th of 1386, Portugal and England signed 
the Windsor Treaty, that enable on february of 1387, the 
marriage of the King of Portugal, D. João I with Philippa of 
Lancaster, granddaughter of Eduard III, King of England. 
England was then at war with France and Castile, during the 
One Hundred Years War (1337 to 1453), so that the 
portuguese naval fleet could be very usefull, and provide a 
great support, in the south coast of England. This alliance was 
implemented in the following centuries, namely during the 
Napoleonic Wars, the First World War and in the Second World 
War. This political, military and commercial alliance, between 
Portugal and England, remains in force today. 

Detail of sketch of the Portuguese Armada of 1507.

On the political level, the Battle od Aljubarrota allowed Portugal to resolve the conflict it had with Castile for decades. 
The Portuguese destiny was then able to embrace other objectives, in the blue of the Atlantic and Indian oceans, that 
led to the Antilles Islands (1473 ?), to South Africa (1488), to Greenland (1492 ?), to Canada (1494 ?), to Brasil (1500), to 
India (1506), to Malacca (1509), to China (1513), to Indonesia (1515), to Australia (1522), and to Japan (1543). The Battle 
of Aljubarrota enable therefore the most brilliant era of the portugueses History, the Age of the Portuguese 
Discoveries, that otherwise simply would not have happened.  Aljubarrota gave therefore a new contour to the History 
of the World, allowing that in the following centuries the first "globalization", as well as transforming, forever, the 
economic and social relations between Europe, America and Asia.

We can therefore refer that the result of the Battle of Aljubarrota changed, forever, not only the the destiny of 
Portugal, but also offered the World a new era of cooperation and of greater approximation between the different 
peoples and world areas, mainly in commercial and social terms, that otherwise would only have happened centuries 
later.

 

Book of Lisuarte de Abreu.

Cantino planisphere with the portuguese Discoveries in 1502

 

IMPORTANCE AND MEANING OF THE 
BATTLE OF ALJUBARROTA:
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Due to the way he conducted his life, he was 
proclaimed saint, in 2009, in a ceremony in the 
Vatican, presided by the Pope Benedict XVI. The Holy 
Father referred then: “I'm happy to point out to the 
whole Church this exemplar figure, namely by the 
presence of a life of faith and prayer, in contexts 
apparently less favourable, which proves that under 
any type of situation, even of military and warlike 
nature, it is possible to act and implement the values 
and principles of the christian life, mainly if they are 
done to serve the common good and the glory of 
God”. 

In the canonisation ceremony at the Vatican, it was 
significant that a German prelate stated that he 
wanted to be present, since he “considered Nuno 
Álvares Pereira as the highest exponent of the ideal of 
cavalry, in all the european middle ages”. 

Nuno Álvares Pereira became an emblematic figure in 
the Portuguese history, towards the end of the Middle 
Ages. Without him, the History of Portugal would have 
been different. After being canonised, Nuno Álvares 
Pereira achieved an universal dimension. 

Being, probably, the greatest Portuguese hero, the 
Battle of Aljubarrota Foundation decided to execute, 
in 2022, a movie dedicated to the most important 
moments of his life. It will be a movie with a duration of 
35 minutes, that will be shown, forever, in the 
Interpretation Center of the Battle of Aljubarrota, 
which is located in the place were the Battle of 
Aljubarrota took place.  

It will also be a unique cultural offer, since there is not, 
until today, a detailed and quality description of the 
life of Nuno Álvares Pereira.                                           

Image of the canonisation ceremony of Nuno Álvares Pereira in the Vatican, in 2009.

Canonization of 
Nuno Álvares Pereira
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